Regents Canoe Club tour of

REGENTS CANAL


In early June 2005 8 Canadian boats and 2 kayaks set off for a tour of the section of Regents Canal from City Road basin to Haggerston Bridge. Here is a very brief resume of the tour.

A brief history

With the advent of the Industrial revolution in the 18th century there became a need for more efficient and cost effective transportation of materials throughout the country. The canal network began to radiate from the Midlands around 1760 

with a link between the Thames, at Oxford, and Birmingham opening in 1790 and hence a route into London. In 1794 the Grand Junction Canal from Uxbridge to Brentford was opened with a link to Paddington, known as the Grand Union Canal, completed in 1800. 

In the early 19th Century a canal linking Paddington to the City of London and onto the Thames at Limehouse was proposed and in 1820 Regents Canal was opened, passing through mostly open countryside. The canal was named after Prince Regent (Later George IV)

The canal was designed by John Nash and was estimated to cost £280k although the final cost reached £700k . At a length of 8½ miles and dropping a total of 86 feet, there were a total of 12 double locks along its length.

The main cargo transported was Coal, timber and bricks all moved by horse drawn barges until 1950 when tractors were introduced.

There was a consideration in 1845/6 to convert the Canal into a railway to the competition from the railways of low cost and fast transportation.

The canal from City Road basin to Haggerston Bridge 

City Road Basin is the largest basin on the canal and was originally double its current length, stretching beyond what is now city road. Saw Mills, Iron Works, Brass Foundry factories and 2 rubbish tips, flanked it Also The London Hydraulic Power Company owned a site and pumped water throughout London through network of 184 miles of pipes to power cranes, wagon hoists, lifts (at Harrods) and safety curtains at West End theatres. The tunnel network is now owned by Mercury and contains fibre optic cabling.

City Road Lock, and all other locks on the canal, were built in pairs to allow 2-way traffic. Now, all but 1 lock only has capability for 1 way traffic.  At each lock there was permanent lock keepers with their own cottage. Opposite the locks there were also stables where horses towing barges would be rested and changed. Such stables also existed at Old Ford and Camden locks.

Islington tunnel, heading west, is 960 yards long, 17 feet wide and 9.9 feet high. There is no towpath so legging was used to pass through the tunnel until 1827 when steam tugs were used.  

Wenlock Basin was originally flanked by Iron Works, cardboard and drug factories. Now it is a Site of Special Scientific Interest due to its wildlife.

Barge Rosie located just before sturts lock was the original base for the Pirates Club of Camden. A canalside youth Club named so after their raids on passing boats who later sold their gains to raise money for a clubhouse. The Barge, once sunk and subsequently resurrected now forms part of the local bar.

Gainsborough Studio site, located on the canal far side immediately after New North Road Bridge now houses a modern block of flats, offices and health centres.  

Such well know movies as The Lady Vanishes, Oh Mr Porter, Fanny by Gaslight and The Man in Grey were made at the studios in the 30’s and 40’s and Margaret Lockwood made many a film here. Alfred Hitchcock started as a caption artist at the studios going onto to later make films here. It is his bust that now sits in the courtyard of the new development. Made of 18 tonne of blasted steel in Durham and transported over 300 miles in 8 hours it is the permanent link to the film industry.

Rainbow Pipe spanning the width of  the canal just before Southgate Road Bridge is a sewage pipe that the local council investigated options for rerouting underground. The cost proved prohibitive so they asked a local painter to paint the pipe as a rainbow. Unfortunately the stripes were painted vertically rather than horizontally.

Kingsland Basin entrance homes a rare tropical grass, Paspalum Paspalodes, which probably arrived on boats via the Thames. The Basin is also the home of CHUG – Canals in Hackney User Group.

Laburnum Basin is now the home of Laburnum Canoe Club, having previously served a gasworks site that was located on Laburnum Street.

Laburnum School children have created the murals that surrounding the area around the basin and Haggerston Road Bridge.

And so ended an enjoyable paddle

� With thanks to the London Canal Museum, & The Inland Waterways Association,





