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Activity assessed: CANAL SESSIONS
	SIGNIFICANT HAZARDS
	PEOPLE AT RISK FROM IDENTIFIED HAZARD 
	EXISTING CONTROLS / WHERE INFORMATION MAY BE FOUND. FURTHER ACTIONS NECESSARY TO CONTROL THE RISK

	Slips, trips, falls; glass and debris


	All users
	Users should wear suitable footwear at all sessions. Ensure people walk rather than run.

	Back Injury


	All users
	Beginners and inexperienced paddlers should be shown the correct way to lift and carry a boat and how to empty it if full of water.  All users to be reminded as necessary and more experienced members to set a good example.

	Injury from missiles on canal
	All users
	Paddlers should be made aware of occasional verbal abuse and throwing of missiles by members of the public (usually young people).  Paddlers to be encouraged not to paddle by themselves especially when dark and advised not to confront anyone shouting abuse or throwing things. Paddlers may borrow a helmet to wear whilst paddling on the canal if they wish.  Police to be called if serious incident arises.



	Drowning

People getting into difficulty
	All users

All users
	As a minimum, paddlers should be able to swim 50 m.  All new paddlers should be encouraged to complete a beginners course where capsize drills are practiced / or attend pool sessions.  Beginners and inexperienced paddlers should be accompanied by more experienced paddler on the canal where possible.  

Ensure that everyone wears a buoyancy aid when on the water or walking on the pontoons.

Encourage members to not paddle alone.  Advise new members / visitors to stay within the basin, especially when the weather is cold / evenings dark.



	Weils Disease / Infection etc
	All users
	Paddlers should be informed of the possibilities of contracting this and other diseases from water sports and the precautions that should be taken.  



	Swans
	All users
	Paddlers should be made aware of the dangers associated with swans and keep well away from angry swans – getting out of boat and walking on towpath if necessary!

	Missing persons
	All users
	Before getting on the canal all users are required to write their name into the log book and then sign out once they have got off the water.  The Duty Officer should ensure that everyone is off the water and accounted for before the club is locked up.  Paddlers going further than the first lock should indicate in the log book or inform the Duty Officer or other suitable person. 
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